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Happy fall TJ family!  I can’t believe we already com-
pleted a full month of learning and have accom-
plished so much in this short time.   
 

We had our first PBIS assembly in the beginning of 
the month and celebrated our September theme of 
“Individuality” by reading the book Be You by Peter 
Reynolds.  Both staff and students created balloons 
with pictures of themselves and words that describe 
what makes them individual and unique.  Our wall of 
balloons looks amazing!  All classes have been in full 

swing with instruction, and we are resetting expectations back to “normal.”  Students 
are engaging in small group work, utilizing different workspaces in the classroom, and 
already working on 21st century, STEAM design-thinking activities in our Fab Lab 
with our library media specialist.  Speaking of 21st century learning, some classrooms 
are working with our new Interactive Promethean boards, bringing learning to a whole 
new level.  At the end of the month, we began our district STAR math and reading benchmark assessments in order to as-
sist in delivering either remedial or enrichment opportunities for all students.  We are required to conduct 12 safety drills 

throughout the course of the year, and we have already successfully completed 2 fire 
drills.   I enjoyed meeting with all families at the PTA Back-to-School celebration and Back 
to School nights.  We hope you enjoyed our “Meet the TJ Staff” slide show.  As mentioned 
those evenings, we are working toward 7 building goals to help shape our students’ learn-
ing experience this year:  Engagement, Equity for All, Inclusion, MTSS, Safety, and Behav-
ior Interventions and Restorative Practices.  
 

As we move into October, I look forward to our students continuing to experience a high 
level of learning following the new NYS Next Generation Standards.  We also have many 
exciting activities to look forward to including celebrating Anti-Bullying month, the start of 
Gymnastics City in PE class, PTA activity nights, Trunk or Treat, and our Fall parade.        

 

Oct. 5 

Schools Closed: Yom 

Kippur 

Oct. 7 

PBIS Assembly—

Wear Pink for Breast 

Cancer Awareness 

Oct. 10 

Schools Closed: Columbus Day 

Oct. 11 

Gymnastic City begins  

Oct. 12 

Wear Blue for Anti-

Bullying Awareness 

Oct. 13 

School Picture Day 

Oct. 14 

Grades 2-3 PTA Activity Night 

@ 6-7 PM 

Oct. 19 

PTA Meeting @ 7 PM 

Oct. 20 

BOE Business Meeting @ LHS 

7PM 

Oct. 24 

Wear Red for Red Ribbon Week 

Oct. 28 

Trunk or Treat @ 6PM 

Oct. 31 

Fall Parade @ 1:30 

PM 

Our school wide PBIS theme for the month of 
September was celebrating individuality. We 
read the book Be You by Peter H. Reynolds and 
students and staff 
completed a pro-
ject to highlight 
our individuality.  

Students are do-
ing an impressive 
job showing their 
TJ PRIDE and 
earning yellow 
paws in class, pink paws at lunch and recess, 
Jefferson Awards, and working towards becom-
ing Platinum Citizens! We were so excited to 
welcome back our parent volunteers to help 
with our PBIS Cart. We are so proud of all of 
our students for their strong start to the school 
year!  

We cannot wait to celebrate our Octo-
ber  theme, Problem Solving and Respect in 
regards to Anti-Bullying Prevention Month. We 
are looking forward to our next TJ PRIDE as-
sembly on Friday, October 7th!   

 

 

 

Welcome back! This 

year I will be focus-

ing on providing 

support to the 

teachers in order to 

meet our building 

and district goals. 

All teachers will 

take part in coach-

ing cycles that are 

centered around these goals. Together, we 

will be working to engage students.  

Classes have 

begun taking 

the STAR as-

sessments. 

When testing is 

completed, the 

teachers and I 

will meet to 

determine the 

next steps for 

students based on the data. 

This month we are spotlighting our 

technology and custodial depart-

ments  for all they do to support and 

enhance our building. Thank you to 

our technology specialist, Toni Prodan 

and our custodians Dan Gazzigli, Mark 

Tarantino, Eileen Burke, Mike Curcio 

and Mylo Vucetic.  
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Let’s start the year off right! Proper nutrition is key to good health 
and learning.  Breakfast is very im-
portant to start your child’s day! Encour-
age good eating habits at home and 
school! 

Physicals are required for all new en-
trants and students in grades Kindergarten, 1st, 3rd, and 5th Grade.  Documentation of a 
physical or date of upcoming physical must be submitted to the Health Office by October 
1, 2022. Students who do not return evidence of a physical examination or the date of an appointment will have a health 
appraisal scheduled and documented with our medical director. Physicals should be on the new NYS required Health Ex-

amination Form that can be found on the school website.  Please send completed physical 
forms to the Health Office & keep a copy for your records.  

Dental Certificates are requested not required for students in K, 1, 3 and 5th grade 

Medication of any kind cannot legally be dispensed to any child in school without a Physi-
cian’s written order and parental consent. An adult must bring the medication to school.  It 

must be in the original prescription container (ask the pharmacist for two (2) containers –one to remain at home and one 
for school). 

Physical, Dental and Medication forms can be downloaded from the District’s web site, click on Departments look for 
Heath Office.   

Please see the new LCSD COVID-19 Protocols found on the district website. Thank you for your cooperation! 

TJES Health Office | phone: 914-245-4802 (press 1) | fax: (914) 245-0511  

Please join us in celebrating Socktober Octo-
ber here at TJ! 

 
Socktober KICKOFF:  

Tuesday, October 4th 2022 
 Wear your own SILLY SOCKS 

AND 
Bring in new socks to donate from  

October 4th- 28th!!  

 Socks can be dropped off in the Sock Box in 
the TJ lobby. We are accepting both children 

and adult size socks!  

 
 
 
 

Hello!  I am so happy to be back in school and to see all of 
our amazing students again, as well as to welcome those 
who are new to us here at Thomas Jefferson. This month, 
through the Second Step program, your children have been 
learning behaviors and habits to help them succeed at 
school and in life.  These include goal setting and learning 
about what it means to have a growth mindset.   
 
Kindergarteners have learned that paying attention 
means watching, listening, and thinking carefully. 
 
First graders have discovered that paying attention helps 
them learn and stay safe in different situations.   
 
Second graders have learned about what they can do to 
help them learn new skills- for example, asking for help, 
practicing, and trying hard.   
 
Third graders have been learning about how trying re-
peatedly and making mistakes can help their brains form 
and strengthen connections so that their skills improve.   
 
Fourth graders have learned how to set and work toward 
a class goal.  They will practice skills like adjusting the plan 
and reflecting on their experience.   
 
Fifth graders have gained experience in choosing a goal 
that is right for their own personal growth. They will be cre-
ating a plan, checking their progress, and reflecting on the 
process to gain insights for future goal setting.   

https://www.lakelandschools.org/Departments/Food%20Service/22-23%20LCSD%20COVID-19%20Protocols.pdf

